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BRANCH NEWS

Although branch activities have been minimal
these last few monthsinse the last newsletter
three months ago shipping in general has
attracted muchmore attention than we would
normally receive or would like to receive. The
freefall of freight rates, the increase in maritime
piracy off Somalia and the stdequent build up

of naval forces in that area, and the cancellation
of new building orders all ade the headlines
around the world. Unfortunately some very
significant issues remained well below the
horizon of most news channels. In particular the
increase and the violence of the piracy off
Nigerig and theshocking judgement of the
court of appealn Korea on 10 December in the
Hebei Spirit case. Following is a nexisp from
LloydOs List of 22 Deogber highlighting the
injustices towards our profession, worldwide:

IT IS supposed to be the season of goodwill, but
there is so much to be angry abouteTankers
who have screwed up the world, driven by
hubris and their outrageous bonus culture. The
politicians who have encouraged their
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profligacy, presumably hoping for lucrative
directorships in financial services when thei
politicking days were over.

This sort of thing gets personal, as anyone wh
not insulated by the state takes a look at the
of their pension pot. IsnOt this supposed to bg 1
age of Oblame and liabilityO? But clearly it doe
work for everyone. But while the darned
irresporsible and greedy get away with murdeér
professional seafarers who do their professign
best to minimise the effects of an accident whjc
was nothing to do with them get thrown into| ¢
South Korean prison.
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Jasprit Chawla and Syam Chetan did not desg¢r
thetreatment they were given by the judges of th
South Korean Court of Appeal. The two officgre
did what they believed was best after their shi
had been raked by the floating crane, which, he
not a towrope broken, would have cleared the
Hebei Spirit as ta huge ship lay in her appointad
anchorage off the South Korean coast.

As | read the astonishing conclusions of th
judges, my mind went back to the words of a ver
senior shipmaster, who told me, with a tone|c
weary resignation: Ol have been at sea fbr .
years, in command for 20 of them, but there| |
always some b..... ashore who knows how( i
operate a ship better than | do, and will tell m
what | am doing wrong.O

The truth of this remark seemed to be perfect
summed up by the curious statement frora r
Korean court as to the apparent culpability of th
two accused officers. With the benefit of perfec
hindsight, and presumably the advice of some $¢
of professional assessors, they had come tg
sorts of strange conclusions as to what the He
Spirit master and his chief officcontinues on
page 3)

14

k




The Chairman of CentreRp Warren Larsen saif

Othe Board is very pleased to be able to attrdc

Your input is required to keep us person of BlairOs ability to CentrePort. We

informed of the activities aound our

news clips and weHinks to our CentrePort teamO.
nznisec@xtra.co.nz

Blair OOKeeffe takes up his new role in early Janl
20009.

Exercise Maru, 1519 September 08
Exercise Maru was a multiational, multiagency  Spirit of Endurance joins Pacifica
exercise which took place in Auckland from-18  f|eet

September 2008 New Zealand hosted the
exercise, which was ledybthe New Zealand
Customs Service in close cooperation with the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade as New |
Zealand's lead agency on PSI, the New Zealand
Defence Force, and the Ministry of Defence. A
number of other domestic agencies were involved|
as wellas the Ports of Aucklan&xercise Maru [
tested New Zealand's whebé-government ability
to stop a shipment of weapons of mass destruction |
related materials from transiting across New

Zealand borders and examined issues arising aft¢htroduced in 2008 to renew the weekly East Cd
the interdiction of aVMD-related item. container feeder service linking Auckland, Lyttelto
Dunedin and Tauranga. Length 130 metres.

The exercise was a key part of New Zealand'
commitment to théroliferation Security Initiative

It involves live shipboarding exercises in the
Hauraki Gulf, container inspectis in the Ports of
Auckland, and a deslop exercise in the
conference sessions.

specialist container carrier on the coast and uses

at Tauranga on the northbound schedule.

CentrePort appoints new CEO Jens Madsen, MDPorts of Auckland
CentrePort Ltd has appointed Mr Blair OOKeeffe igyresentation tthe Auckland CityCouncilfacilitated
the position of Chief Executive Officer. Waterfront Stakeholder Grou8 DECEMBER

A graduate of Massey University, Blair OOKeeffe. i,/ vww.poal.co.nz/news _media/speeches
has ecently retumed to New Zealand after a presentations/JV_waterfront_stakeholders
successful 17 year career with a major group presentation 081220.pdf
multinational company. Blair has held senior

sales/marketing and general management roles in

Australasia and more recently Europe and North

delighted he has chosen to return to New Zealgl
coast. Please send articles, photograph: and are confident he will be a very effective leadef

SI'EU. The SPIRIT of ENDURANCE is the larges$t

container cranes for quick turnarounds. Photo tak

|

Al

(

P

News & Views 2
Naramhar 2NNQ lcciia 1NA



andat the Ports of Auckland Chris&m Function, latter making it plain that they deeply resent bein

at the Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadixt3 told what to do by outsiders.
November
Download speech transcript It is bad enough politicians telling judges wha

sentences they should apply, but how much worse

AROUND THE GLOBE is when there are people they regard as well benge

their dignified status appently trying to put

pressure on their findings. Organisations, lobbies pi

(continue from page 1§hould have done in the 4rgyns of people from different professions tellip
extremisin which they found themselves. them what they should be concluding; it is quit

. beyond the pale.
They should have briskly gone astern on the

engine, and torn out the bitter end of the anChoj\/Iight it be that the distinguished judges of th

cable to free their ship. Evidently the judgesqﬂgher courtin South Korea were providing h
assessors thought that they were operating a ferng|ytary message to us noisy foreign interests [tt
ratherthan a very large credcarrier, and had a they would not be pushed around?

curious view of the damage and hazard likely to
attend such a manoeuvre. OweOll show them,O they might have agreed in|t
chambers, Othat we judges of the Court of Appea|
not swayed by these contemptitibbbies.O

They criticised the decision to inert tanks
(evidently the fear of fire did not enter into their
minds) and thought that the ship should have beepnd in this, | doubt that they are any different |t
swiftly listed like an icebreaker (or that ferry their distinguished legal colleagues in many othe
again) to minimise outflow. places throughout the world. Without much trouble

you can think of all sorts of instances in whigt
Most marine professionals will think that theseseafaring professionals have been tredtt
views suggest both ignorance and extreme, rageously by various judiciaries, with the mgs

prejudice. The outrage which has greeted thigyiernal protest and noise invariably producing fr
judicial conclusion and the sentence it provoked i, st outcome.

universal and genuine. If the conclusions showed
that the judges had been very badly advised, thehink of that travesty of justice which followed the
sentence illustrated malign barbarity. grounding of the Nissos Amorgos in the Maracalb

Channel. Recall the treatment by the-called

In cases such as these, | sometimes wondgljjised countries of France and Spain of th
whether the protests of marine professionals angh-cters of the Erika and Prestige. Indeed

anyone with an ounce of sense WHDOWS  enymerate some of the decisions of the Per
anything about ship operation are almost -self yqistrates® courts in France and their ludic
defeating. decisions as they sought to make a point about

. _ pollution that had very little to do with justice.
There is often a huge professional arrogance

among those who dispense what we like to calgRemember Wolfgang Schréder, the poor Germe

justice; witness the spats that sometimes arisgyaster held and convicted in Mobile after his shi
between politicians and the judiciary, with the paq knocked down a container crane with fat:

consequences. The savage initial sentence for pt

A O c
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Kristo Laptalo bythe Greek court, now thankfully traffic. Have any of you, Your Honours, ever tak
reversed, for the crime of being in command of athe wrong exit from a roundabout?

ship in which drugs had been found. A N
As | say, the word OaccidentO isrlglexcised from

| just donOt know whether it would have beerour vocabulary. It is an eye for an eye.
better to have kept our protests at these injustices
sotto voce, confined to quiet appealscdiese the But what can we do to protect our mari

amount of noise we make seems to work in invers@rofessionals from the excesses of judigi

proportion to the successful outcomes. The mord®ehaviour, if the more we shout, the worse
noise we make, the worse the judges seem t@Xxcesses will be? We can appeal to the Internati
behave. | would be interested to know what peopldMaritime Organization and the International Labo

think. Organisation to harden wup the rather mj

recommendations on the fair treatment of seafa
Certainly judges seem to reflect the mores ofinvolved in accidents.
scciety in their judgements, while our laws too
seem to be heavily weighted by a demand foWhether this will have the slightest effect on {
blame, liability, retribution and punishment. One behaviour of judiciaries | really donOt know, Ibus i
hesitates to employ the term vengeance, but it magn obvious first start.
be apposite.

If we cannot protect our ship masters and seni
It is a societal change that we are seeing after gfficers from the outrageous behaviour of fOI’eiFI

period of relatively liberal thought, which has now (and domestic) courts, perhaps they have to be g
clearly concluded. industry encouragement to protect themselves,

reducing the risks we expethem to run on ou
Political correctness has a lot to do with it, in thatbehalf. This, of course would mean reversing

some OcrimesO are so much worse than others. Yolture built up over centuries, in which we
can wreck giant companies, the economies ofppreciate the riskaking shipmaster who arrives gn
whole nations and the lives of millisnby your time, who goes that extra mile to oblige shipper:

extreme recklessness, and it is viewed as awho takes short cuts and applies gathent and
accident. But commit an environmental offence,experience, rather than going by the book.
with oil in the water, and the term OaccidentO

ceases to have any meaning. You will be deemelVe expect them to live as they have been broyc

guilty unless you can prove otherwise, and theup, to believe that the ship comes first, to make
odds of yoursuccess are lengthening against youand mend, to keep the job going, rather than scr
while the penalties will be an expression offor a repair yard.

societyOs demand for revenge.
No longer. If seafarers are be protected from thg

It is not just mariners who are being exposed inconsequences of any risk taking, then they must

this fashion. In England last week, some wretchedaking risks. No more arriving at a port in hours
man was starting an i8onth jail sentence &t a darkness, because it is more hazardous than arr

fatal accident contributed by his foolish during daylight hours. No more doing ridiculoyis
compliance with a satnav instruction which things with ballast in gosed anchorages to oblige

directed him off a roundabout into oncomingthe loaders. No more speeding along in p
visibility or taking chances in heavy weather.
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whole series of strategies to ensure that no oll

garbage or anything ever else goes into the wate TECHNOLOGY

No calling at ports which will noteceive waste
products. No riskaking with big ships relying on Mandatory carriage requirements for
the tide to enter or leave port with a few inchesc-p|s and Bridge Navigational Watch

under the keel.

Alarm System agreed
And that is just the start. In short, the sort of-self Draft amendments to SOLAS regulation V/19

protective strategies that will satisfy the critical eyeMake mandatory the carriage of Electronic Ch
of even a Sain Korean Appeal Court judge. Display and Information Systems (ECDI&)nder

SOLAS chapter V, waapproved, with a view tas
On shipbroker education _adoption by MSC 86ni May 2009;

Down again to LondonOsifiity House, a stoneOs
thrown from the Tower and the Thames, and~ &CDIS carriage requirements
billion miles away from Wall Street bailouts. 1tOs
the time of year when the top students of the

Institute of Chartered Shipbrokers examinationsvoyages to be fitted with ECDIS according to 1

are honoured and Fairplay once again provided onﬁ)llowing timetable (the dates in square brack

of the awards. The president of the Instltute,Were agreed in principley the SubCommittee):

Richard Sayer, reiterated that the number of passenger ships of 500 gross tonnage and upw
students from around the world sitting the constructed on or after a proposed date o
qualifying exams is greater than evelowever, he July 2012];

added a note of caution: the number of students tankers of 3,000 gross tonnage and upwg
attending the prexamination preparation courses constructed on or after a proposed date o
at Warwick University is now so largihat the July 2012];

) . ) y 9 cargo ships, other thamnkers, of 10,000 gros
Institute is worried. There are other concerns, such

as maintaining a suitable balance on th&@s a proposed date of [1 July 2013];

Controlling Council between UK and international  cargo ships, other than tankers, of 3,000 gn
members. While we all applaud and encourage the tonnage and upwards but less than 10,
global reach of shipbroking knowledge, there gross tonnage constructed on or after

proposed date of [1 JuR014];

needs to be a firm grip on standaflshether or passenger ships of 500 gross tonnage and upw

not this is done from London.

The draft amendment to SOLAS regulation V/[L!
would require ships engaged on internatiop:

tonnage and upwards constructed on or aft

constructed before [1 July 2012], not late

a

[92)

0
D(

a

However, you donOt have to ach hard to than the first survey on or after a propose

discover there are even more worryiogncerns. date of [1 July 2014];

One examiner told Fairplay that of the 120 papers tankers of 3,000 gross tonnage and upw3r

in one discipline he marked, only one in 10 constructed before [1 July 2012], not late
than the first survey on or after a propode

candidates reached the necessary pass mark, and

te of [1 July 2015]:
that was only 50%. It was not a result of language date of [1 July 2015]

cargo ships, other than tankers, of 50,000 gro

factors, he commentedjust that the answers were tonnage and upwards constructed before
extremely shallow. Quality in education is not July 2013], not later than the first survey or
about the number of candidates, but about or after a proposed date of [1 July 2016];
understanding of issues. Could do beffairplay, cargo $ips, other than tankers, of 20,000 grgs
2 October 2008, tonnage and upwards but less than 50,0(

gross tonnage constructed before [1 J
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2013], not later than the first survey on or The details below have been drawn from a numb
after arl]_propoEed (;I]ate of [kl July f2017]; of sources, incluidg the IMB PRC, commercial and
cargo ships, other than tankers, of 10,000 military sources. The Commercial Shippifc

gross tonnage and upwards but less than L . ]
20,000 gross tonnage constructed beforeCOMmunity is requested to assist in the coordinatic

[1 July 2013], not later than the first and collation of information by providing photos anc
survey on or after a proposed date of [1 vessel details they suspect of being involved| i
July 2018]. criminal activity. In prowiling information Masters

should take all necessary precautions to ensure|t

. . . their vessel and crew are not placed at risk.
Administrations may exempt ships from the

application of the requirements when suclipsh
will be taken permanently out of service within
two years after the implementation date specified.

Attacks and Prevention
We are regularly receiving reports that vessels |a
being approached and often attacked, primarily inftt

The SubCommittee also agreed on an amendmenfUf of Aden, by pirate groups operating from the
of existing regulation V/19.2.1.4 to reflect that northern Somali coastline. The attacks appear 1q

. . . Clustered around the key shipping lanes on |t
ECDIS is an acceptable alternative to nautical y PPINg

_ o . northern side of the Gulf of Aden and are mos
charts andnautical publications, yet retaining the prevalent around the passage across the gulf betjv:

proviso that in a number of cases (for examplegpssassaand Al Mukalla. Masters and their crep
ships not on international voyages, ships exempshould however remain vigilant both in the Gulf o
from the carriage requirements because they werAden and when transiting the east coast of Soma
to be taken out of service permanently and carg@s it is clear that pirates are willing to attempt |a
ships on internatial voyages but below the attack on almost any type of vessel; attacks as

agreed tonnage limit), it could be appropriate tosouth as/iS appear possible. Whllg.travelllng t.hes<
. . N routes Masters should seek to mitigate the risk| t

use only nautical charts and nautical publications. . . . .
employing the latest counter piracy advice, availab
in the OAdvice to MastersO section of this wels
PIRACY Often it is difficult to distinguish between a pirate

vessel and a fishing boat: some of the manoeuvril

The  following information IS required to hunt shoals of fish can look alarmingl
obtained from the Maritime Security similar to a pirate attack.
Centre b Horn of Africa website A number of attempted hijacks have been repelled |

shipOs crews who have employed the coun
measures effectively; althougtimeir use does no
guarantee success. The key protection a vessel

activity off the Horn of Africa. Here you will find afford itself is the use of speed, as it has been sho

information on areas of active piracy, suspectec{hat vessels transiting at maximum speed prove|t

?Late \:esseclls gnd detatlls (t)f v::hgt has aCtuall}fnost difficult to attack and when combined with| ¢
aken place during recent acts of piracy. Wipe narrow weave (too much use dkelm slows the

that this will help Masters prepare their ships andvesseIDa 15j variation either side of the base cours

crews before they transit through t_he area an?s a good compromise), the pirates are discourgg
assist them to take adequate precautions to preveﬁlbrn continuing attacks for prolonged periods. Th

pirates targeting their vessels. attackers have used threats of small calibre weajpc

The MSCOs Maritime Intelligee page aims to
give the shipping community details of pirate
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to force a master to reducésfspeed however the vessels currently pressed into service as molt

difference in height of eye makes it extremelyyessels; the vast majority are fishing dhows
difficult for these weapons to be actively targeted.

Piracy Assessment
Analysis of Attacks Although in the region of 140 vessels have bege
Analysis of the pirate modus operandi shows fewtargeted by pirates in the Gulf of Aden and gldine
patterns further reinforcing the assessment thaBomali coast this year, the bulk of these approagt
most attacks aregainst targets of opportunity. have been unsuccessful. From the 140 attempts,
Although, it is clear that the pirates are continuingthan a third resulted in successful hijacking. W
to use the weather and tidal currents to theimassess that around 80 vessels per day transit thrpi
advantage. Vigilance should be highest at first andhe Gulf of Aden enroute to or from the®Sea ano
last light as the majority of the attacks (bothSuez. Aggressive self protective measures R
successful and unsucesédl) take place during this increased vigilance are effective counters to pirac
period. Nevertheless, a small number of attack&nd should be continued throughout the duration
have also taken place at night and later in the dagn attack.
(often, excessive consumption of OgaaQocally
produced drug similar to cannabigeduces their For updated information, advice to Mastersnsit
effectiveness in the afteoon), which guidanceand important links taother participating
demonstrates the difficulties of forecasting attackorganizations, please lam to theMaritime Security
patterns. Centre webite:

Pirate Tactics Chinese Sailors Defend Ship With Beer

In a development of their tactics, the piratesBottles - Pirate Attack Photos ZHEN

employment of mother ships has allowed aHUA 4

significant extension of their operational range.Follow the link to see photogphs on how the crey

The hijacking of the Libean flagged VLCC, MV  of the Zhen Hua 4 defeated the pirates:

SIRIUS STAR at around 500 nm off the coasthttp://gcaptain.com/maritime/blog/pir

clearly established that there are few vessels thatte-attack-photos-zhenhua-4/

the pirates are not willing to engage and wide areas

to which they are willing to extend their reach. Pirate Attack Photos - M/V KAPITAN

Following a successful hijacking, theggte groups MASLOV

usually take the vessel into Somali territorial Another link to a successful fight back:

waters and then to anchor along the eastern Soméili

coastline. At present, 13 vessels remain undez

pirate control at multiple anchorages. The main

known pirate camps are located at Eyl, Hobyo,The Dark Side is winning B NigeriaO

Garacad and Haaradheere; although other locationBiracy and Corruption Epidemic

are used by pirate groupings. Mother vessels rangdovember 2, 2008: While northern Somalia is th

from traditional dhows (there are several thousandite of much pirate activity, Nigeria has also suffefe

in daily use in this part of the world) to pirated a growing number of attacks on its fishing fleet tha

vessels such as support vessels or small coastesp far this year, 64 Nigerian coastal fishing boga

We asess that there are only two or three piratechave been attacked by piratéSurrently, eight of
these fishing boats are being held for ransom. Unjil

=
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the oil companies, the fishing boats cannot affordcontains an extensive index of 2000 entries to asgis
to hire armed guards, and a very vulnerable taeference. Have you ever wondered what these
attack by seagoing bandits. The dozens of shipsxpressions mean or where they come froim

that service the offshore oil faitiks now have
armed guards most of the time. So the pirates g®Worse things happen at sedany books have

looking for less dangerous pregead more E

Nigeria / Nation Loses N25bn to

Piracy, Sea Robberies

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

Congratulations to

Captain Barry
Thompson with the publication of his
latest book OAIl hands an the cookO

All Hands and the Cook

THE CUSTOMS AND LANGUAGE OF THE
BRITISH MERCHANT SEAMAN 1875-1975

Captain Barry Thompson

First published 2008 by The Bush Press for the
author, this hardback book 860 pages has 14
illustrations, and 14 line drawings of ships. It
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hands and the cookOGoing like a fiddrOs elbowO

\"ZJ

covered nautical language and customs, but this i
the first that explores the littlenown colloquial
language of BritainOs Merchant Navy, when Britain
was a great maritime nation with shipsiirg to
almost every port in the worldltOs not, however,
just another book of professional nautical terms.
Rather, this book preserves the everyday vernacule
unique to merchant seamBnand describes the
social customs and institutions around the dtmnkat
helped shape their working life. Covering the
hundred years from 1875 to 1975, it is a fascinating
work of social history as well as a reference book fc
seafarers past and present, libraries, writers of fag
and fiction, researchers of maritimestary,
etymologistsN anyone interested in the working
language of those colourful men, and latterly
women, who spent their lives at sea during the
heyday of British shipping.ItOs an ideal present top
for wives and sweethearts for their seafaring ménfo
and to all with an interest and love of ships and the
sea. ISBN 008608 72 1

—+

Obtainable by post.
In New Zealand: NZ$49.95 incl. GST plus $4.75 B
& P. Cheques payable to C.B.Thompson For

MERRY CHRISTMAS
&
SMOOTH SEAS AND




postage to Australia: Add NZ$6.25 Captain
C.B.Thompson 2/126 Seilw Avenue Mission
Bay, Auckland. 1071

E-mail: shipmaster@ihug.co.nz
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