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Greetings one and all 

Without doubt we are living in interesting times 

where coastal shipping has the opportunity at last 

to gain some ground in our national transport 

infrastructure due to its ability to consolidate cargo 

and reduce the overheads of operating an 

inefficient long haul trucking culture that has 

developed.   A major factor that may affect any 

opportunityto develop our industry is the minefield 

of industrial relations.  While there is no doubt that 

the seafaring profession should be remunerated 

appropriately, (ie not bringing in third world 

seafarers who will work for extremely low wages 

for ridiculous hours), it is also in my opinion, 

beholden on us to ensure that New Zealanders, 

lucky enough to obtain a position in our coastal (or 

trans Tasman) trade, do their absolute utmost to 

ensure that the highest level of productivity and 

cost effectiveness is attained.  Should steadfast 

retention of the ‗cloth cap‘ mentality of the 60‘s 

and 70‘s be retained, both we and our youth will 

again be instrumental in the final demise of our 

maritime heritage and future.  Strong and positive 

leadership is required by not only our officers but 

also the few companies who remain (or wish to 

enter the fray), to stand  

up and demand ‗a fair day‘s work for a fair days 

pay‘to be the order of the day.  The us versus them 

in industrial relations is the catalyst required by 

those who do not see our people as the ‗most cost 

effective option‘ to remove NZ seamen and 

officers from the market place… a ‗can do‘ 

attitude and professionalism from our work force 

would surely assist the bottom line and go a long 

way towards success and longevity in our 

business.  I also believe that company investment 

in ongoing personal and professional development, 

will in the long term benefit not only the 

individual, but also the business, port companies 

and shipping in general.  

 

I am pleased to report that on taking up my new 

position (see later in this newsletter), membership 

in the NI has proven to be of great value through 

the ability to network with other members and to 

share their collective expertise.  It has also been a 

good opportunity to catch up with each other. 

 

Kind regards and best wishes wherever you may 

hail from in the sea faring industry. 

 

Aye 

 

Mark Longstaff 

Chairman 

NZ Branch NI 
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S ea  Ch ang e  f und in g  w i l l  r ev i ta l i s e  

s h ipp in g  

Transport Minister Annette King today launched 

the final Sea Change strategy, announcing 

increased funding designed to revitalise and 

transform coastal shipping in New Zealand. 

Ms King said $36 million is earmarked for coastal 

shipping over the next four years. "Land Transport 

New Zealand has $6 million available for domestic 

sea freight for 2008/2009, and then, under the first 

Government Policy Statement or GPS in July, I 

plan to allocate a further $10 million for sea freight 

development for each of the following three years 

up to 2012." 

"I'm also pleased that LTNZ has been working 

with the Ministry of Transport to reduce barriers to 

accessing the funding. The sector should find it 

easier in the future to source available funding. I'm 

aware of the frustrations and the impediments 

which have made it 'too hard' in the past," she said.  

"The aim of Sea Change is for coastal shipping to 

make a major contribution in managing future 

freight growth. Total freight movements are 

expected to more than double by 2040, putting 

huge pressure on the transportation system. 

Shipping has a vital role to play in meeting this 

expected growth in freight movement, and is a key 

part of an integrated transport network," she said. 

Sea Change's target is for at least 30 percent of 

inter-regional freight to be carried by sea by the 

year 2040, up from the current 15 percent share. 

"Because total domestic freight is expected to 

double in tonne-kilometres by then, achieving the 

target actually means a four-fold increase (in 

tonne-kilometres) for domestic freight moved by 

ship. The strategy sets an interim target of 

domestic sea freight carrying 20 percent of inter-

regional freight by 2020. 

"This is in line with targets outlined in the soon to 

be released update of the New Zealand Transport 

Strategy. We need to reduce the transport system's 

heavy dependence on fossil fuels and to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions. We can reduce 

transport greenhouse gas emissions by seven 

percent by 2040 by doubling coastal shipping's 

current share of inter-regional freight," she said. 

"Sea Change offers a bold new future for coastal 

shipping in New Zealand, and signals a partnership 

between national and local government, the 

domestic sea freight industry and employees, and 

other parts of the transport sector." 

Press Release: New Zealand Government 

Tuesday, 20 May 2008 

 

N ew  Zea la nd  Ma r i t i me  S ch oo l  

r e l ea s es  2 00 8  Ca de t  in t ak e  f o r  f i r s t  

s ea  p has e  

This week 33 Cadets from the Diploma in 

Nautical Science and Diploma in marine 

Engineering programmes complete their initial 

academic phase at the New Zealand Maritime 

School in Auckland and set sail many for the first 

time ever on board a Foreign Going vessel. 

 

 

 

AROUND NEW ZEALAND 
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This concludes a hectic academic period that saw 

for the second year running a 50% increase in 

student intake over the previous year in the 

Diploma in Nautical Science programme. The 

Diploma in Marine Engineering, now in its third 

year, experienced less growth. However due to a 

number of factors the School was more successful 

in retaining students which resulted in an almost 

doubling of engineering students embarking on 

their first sea phase in August as well. 

The success of the NZ Maritime School pays 

credit to the sustained effort of the staff at the 

School and the efforts of the students onboard 

ships, who are well regarded and appreciated for 

their skills and attitude. 

Of the 33 first time officers, over one-third will 

embark on a cruise ship of Princess, Norwegian 

Cruise Lines or Holland America. However the 

largest employer of new NZ Cadets this year is 

Tanker Pacific with eight student joining their 

ranks and Blue Ocean with six students. Blue 

Ocean manages a large fleet of Panamax and 

Suesmax Bulkers, some container vessels and 

LNG tankers. The local operators Silverfern, 

Sofrana and Holcim have offered positions to four 

deck cadets as well. 

 

N au t i ca l  Ins t i t u t e  Ma s t er s  and  Ma tes  

Squ a re  Ri g  En do rs emen t .  

For 21 students it was back to the classroom in 

early August, in some cases this meant the first 

time for many years to attend the latest Square Rig 

Certificate Course for Master and Mate of a square 

rigged sailing ship. The course content set by the 

Nautical Institute, London and based around the 

material contained in the two NI publications, 

‗Square Rig Seamanship‘ and ‗A Square Rig 

Handbook‘ was the first in about 10 years and only 

the first time that an extension of the course has 

been approved for mates. The basic requirement 

for a masters‘ endorsement is 160 days of 

approved square rig sea time, and for a mate is 60 

days sea time on either square rigged or fore and 

aft ketch or schooner rig. The syllabus which 

covered ship construction, masting and rigging, 

rigging square rigged vessels, seamanship, sails, 

stability, rule of the road, meteorology, sail 

passage planning, safety and survival at sea. 

 

 

 

Days 1 and 2: Starting the week onboard the 

barqentine, ‗Spirit of New Zealand‘ with a 

practical session  involving square sail handling, 

vessel manouvers under sail and rigging heavy 

weather sails. With fickle winds and rain it wasn‘t 

exactly a summer sail but surely unbending an old 

topsail and bending on a new one wet more than 

the appetite for more action to follow. A number 

of candidates among the group had sailed on the 

larger school ships in European waters and the 
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sharing of these experiences made for an 

interesting learning time. 

Days 3 to 7: Back into the classroom. Some high 

calibre lecturers meant that we were in for some 

deep and meaningful learning experiences.  

Turning back the clock one hundred years or so to 

when basic seamanship and ship handling under 

sail was second nature to those men and boys, was 

to become our daily mindset. From the Flemish 

Horse to the Futtocks and down the Ratlines and 

Shrouds, Yardarms, cranes and deadeyes, to the 

use of the fid in sail making, fitting and fixing of 

cringles, sheets and blocks. Into the bowels of the 

ship to learn that the construction, performance 

and stability must all play its part and the master 

must be mindful of all this, whether under sail or 

steam of course. Meteorology featured strongly 

with an emphasis on honing the skills in handling a 

square-rigger in heavy weather and how to avoid 

tropical revolving storms. Leading into collision 

avoidance and Rules of the Road at Sea, including 

lights and shapes and the manouvers under sail in 

order to avoid close quarters situations in 

particular. On the final class room day it was heads 

down, tails up for 3 hours of written exams. 

 

 

Day 8 and 9: The practical test under sail, this time 

on the Museum‘s brigantine, ‗Breeze‘, each 

candidate was tested under variable conditions, 

under the watchful eye of a weary examiner. 

Waring ship, tacking and anchoring under sail 

tested more than the skills of the candidate ! 

During these two days, while half the class was on 

the water, the remainder under went an oral 

examination.And finally at the end - Exhausted !! 

 

While not professing to even know half of what it 

takes to handle a 4-masted barque, the course was 

a great learning experience and again set the tone 

for those who may wish to rise above the focsle 

and take on the foredeck and eventual command of 

a square rigged vessel. For those of us already 

sailing part-time as masters of square rigged 

vessels, it meant that our knowledge and 

understanding had been expanded and hopefully 

along with a piece of paper to say ‗ Square Rig 

Endorsed‘.   

Thanks are due to Captain Paul Leppington who 

set the course under the Nautical Institute 

direction, Ron Bird as course facilitator, and to the 

lecturers who gave of their time, including Captain 

Ted Ewbank, Captain Mel Bowen, Captain Tim 

Ridge, Captain Roger Morris, Captain Jim Lott, 

Captain Barry Young, Captain Hugh Munro, Mr 

Mike Foster ( Marine Engineer ), Mr Andy Pilcher 

( DoylesSailmakers ),      Mr Herby Barnes ( 

Wespac rescue helicopter service ), and finally the 

weather man, Mr Bob McDavitt. 

Captain R.J.(Bob) Hawkins FNI, FICS. 

 

R ou gh  cru i s e  'b es t  t r i p  ever '   

A Hamilton man on board the cruise ship that hit 

huge seas says news reports of the events are a 

storm in a teacup. 

Inde Chandra and his family were on their first 

cruise, which he described as "the best trip ever". 

"The media reports have way overplayed it," he 

said. The Pacific Sun, with 1732 people on board, 
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struck trouble 600km north of Auckland on 

Wednesday night when it ran into 50 knot winds 

and 7m swells. 

Forty passengers were treated by on board medical 

staff that night.Mr Chandra said the captain 

warned passengers the ship was hitting bad 

weather as it approached New Zealand and at no 

time did he or his family fear for their lives."The 

swells got to about 7m and the captain turned the 

ship so we were going with the swell, rather than 

against it. The captain then told us we were going 

to turn to get back on to a safer course and it was 

in that manoeuvre that we hit two waves at once. 

"Unfortunately it was enough to smash crockery 

and send tables flying. Some people were injured, 

but some just panicked ... I think it was more a 

mental thing." 

He said some people received minor cuts and 

bruises. "There were people with some more 

serious injuries needing medical assistance, but I 

don't know the details."Some people were freaking 

out, but all the crew were saying was to go down 

below to our cabins because there would be less 

rocking and so people who needed treatment got it 

quickly." 

Mr Chandra said the captain and crew were 

amazing and walked around every cabin to check 

passengers were okay. "They were so safety 

conscious."The ship reached Auckland about 2pm 

yesterday afternoon, more than 24 hours later than 

its original arrival time of about 7am Thursday. 

"I felt sorry for the crew. They fed everyone, made 

sure we were all okay and they were happy the 

whole time. They really stepped up it probably 

increased my respect for them." 

A spokesman for ship-owner P & O, Anthony 

Fisk, said the course for the cruise between 

Vanuatu and Auckland was planned to avoid as 

much of the bad weather as possible, but the ship 

had been caught out. 

Damage to the ship was superficial, but was likely 

to delay the departure of its next cruise.Mr Fisk 

said the company would do all it could to help 

passengers, including offering compensation on a 

case-by-case basis.A Maritime New Zealand 

investigator will look into what happened. 

REBECCA HARPER - Waikato Times | Saturday, 

02 August 2008 

 

C a vo t ec  s t r ik es  n ew  Mo o rMa st er® 

d ea l  in  O man   

Global engineering group, Cavotec MSL, has won 

a major order to supply a system of 12 

MoorMaster® automated mooring units for the 

APM Terminals container facility at the Port of 

Salalah in Oman.   ―MoorMaster® has a proven 

track record in creating substantial time and cost 

savings for operators, and is also far safer than 

traditional mooring techniques. Put simply, our 

technology provides greater reliability and boosts  

profitability while offering significant efficiency 

gains thanks to reduced mooring times and 

accelerated cargo handling operations,‖ says 

OttonelPopesco, Cavotec MSL CEO.  

The agreement will see the 12 MoorMaster® 

MM200C units installed at Salalah‘s Berth 5. 

Delivery is set for late October. This sale 

represents a first for Cavotec‘s new generation of 

machines called the MoorMaster® 

200C (MM200C). The MM200C solution has been 

specifically designed for a near universal 

application within container andbulk ports, 

combining a greater outreach and a reduced 

footprint on the berth.   
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The new MoorMaster® system can be used to 

handle any ship class, including the new PS-class 

of 11,000TEU (MS Emma Maersk).   

The new order is the latest in a series of projects 

undertaken by Cavotec and the Port of Salalah 

with MoorMaster®. The MoorMaster® technology 

was first adopted at Salalah in 2004. During 

extensive trials in 2007, undertaken by Cavotec, 

APMT, and the Port of Salalah, MoorMaster® was 

able to consistently reduce surge motion along the 

quay to less than 50 millimetres for all vessels, in 

all conditions, compared to up to three metres 

surge when using traditional mooring lines.   

MoorMaster® has already been installed by 

Searoad Shipping Australia, Toll in New Zealand, 

the St. Lawrence Seaway in Canada, and will be 

installed on three high frequency fast ferry routes 

in Denmark, operated by Nordic Ferry Services 

A/S.  

Source : Marine Norway DAILY COLLECTION 

OF MARITIME PRESS CLIPPINGS 2008 – 183  

 

Pro l i f era t ion  Secu r i ty  In i t ia t iv e  

ce l eb ra t e s  f i f th  ann i v ers a ry  

Stopping the spread of weapons of mass 

destruction and the materials that are used to make 

them is a global concern. The Proliferation 

Security Initiative (PSI) was established five years 

ago to advance international cooperation to stop 

illicit shipments of weapons of mass destruction, 

their delivery systems, and related materials. New 

Zealand has been a participant in this initiative for 

four years and is a member of the PSI's 20-strong 

steering group. Our participation helps keep New 

Zealand safe by deterring would-be traffickers 

from sourcing or transporting weapons of mass 

destruction and related materials from or through 

our country or region. 

The fifth anniversary of the PSI is being marked 

with a high level meeting in Washington DC 

between 28-29 May 2008, where the PSI's 

successes and future challenges will be discussed 

by over 90 countries or states that support the 

Initiative. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

Trade will lead an inter-agency delegation and will 

give presentations at the meeting and at a 

workshop being held as part of the anniversary to 

provide information to countries that have yet to 

endorse the Initiative. These countries will be able 

to gain an insight into the technical assistance, 

information sharing, informed discussions, and 

participation in international PSI training exercises 

that comes with being part of the PSI. 

PSI exercises help supporting countries work 

together in a more coordinated manner to stop, 

search and seize illicit shipments before and after 

they leave for their destination. In September New 

Zealand will host an exercise, Exercise Maru, that 

will test our ability to halt a weapons of mass 

destruction-related shipment transiting across New 

Zealand borders and will also test post-seizure 

systems. New Zealand will welcome a number of 

fellow PSI-supporting countries to Auckland to 

participate in the exercise, as well as observers 

from the Asia-Pacific region. Hosting the exercise 

is one way that New Zealand can help prevent 

weapons of mass destruction proliferation in our 

region and contribute to a safer world. 

 

 

 

 

N au t i lus  t i r ed  o f  f a t igu e  in ac t ion  

NAUTILUS UK — the main British seafarers‘ 

union — is asking the Maritime and Coastguard 

Agency and other members of the Paris MoU to 

AROUND THE GLOBE 
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launch a concentrated inspection campaign 

targeting fatigue, writes David Osler. 

It is understood that junior transport minister Jim 

Fitzpatrick has also been briefed on the 

issue.Nautilus UK is concerned that there is 

widespread non-compliance with regulations 

limiting working hours, with the relevant 

authorities either unwilling or unable to enforce the 

rules.Nautilus first launched a campaign on the 

issue of seafarer fatigue last year in response to 

perceived official inaction on the matter. 

 

N TSB :  Masterôs decision led to 

A l ask a  ground ing2 3 / 7 / 20 08  

The National Transportation Safety Board said the 

probable cause of the 2007 grounding of Empress 

of the North in Alaska was the failure of the officer 

of the watch and the helmsman to navigate a turn, 

which resulted from the master‘s decision to assign 

an inexperienced, newly licensed junior third mate 

to the bridge watch from midnight to 4 a.m. 

The third mate was not familiar with the route, the 

vessel‘s handling characteristics or the bridge 

equipment. 

 

 

 

‗The flawed decision-making in this accident 

created the potential for a catastrophic disaster,‘ 

said NTSB chairman Mark Rosenker. ‗Those in 

leadership positions need to make sure they 

consider every option possible when making 

critical decisions that could put lives at risk.‘ 

During yesterday‘s public hearing on the incident, 

investigators said the master could have taken a 

number of actions to ensure safety, including 

taking the watch himself. 

Majestic America Line‘s Empress of the North 

grounded on a charted rock 20 miles southwest of 

Alaska on May 14, 2007. The vessel was 

negotiating a turn out of Lynn Canal into Icy Strait 

on its way to Glacier Bay when it struck Rocky 

Island, which was illuminated by a flashing green 

navigation light. 

The ship was carrying 206 passengers and 75 

crew. Passengers and non-essential crew were 

safely evacuated. Empress of the North sustained 

damage to its starboard underside and propulsion 

system. Investigators said 52.5m tons of steel were 

used in repairs. 

In the NTSB‘s report, adopted on Tuesday, the 

board noted that because of a senior third mate‘s 

illness, the master replaced him with the new 

junior third mate, who held an unlimited, any-

ocean third officer‘s license but had never stood 

watch on the vessel or travelled the waters of Lynn 

Canal. 

The board said the master had ample time to 

consider the watchkeeping assignment but 

investigators found no evidence he weighed other 

options. 

The NTSB recommended that state and U.S. 

maritime academies use the circumstances of the 

accident to teach students about their 

responsibilities as newly licensed officers and 

advised the Passenger Vessel Association to 

inform members about the incident. 

Lloyds List, Monday 14 July 2008 
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Fl ee t  Man ag emen t  i nd i c t ed  b y  g rand  

j u ry  o v er  Co s coBus an  

Company charged on six felony counts and pilot of 

ship is also indicted on environmental crimes 

FLEET Management, the Hong Kong-based 

shipmanagement company, has been indicted by a 

federal grand jury in San Francisco for negligently 

causing an oil spill and falsifying documents 

related to the CoscoBusan incident in California 

last November. John Cota, the California pilot on 

board the CoscoBusan at the time, has also been 

indicted for environmental crimes.  

 

 

 

The US Justice Department charged Fleet 

Management on Wednesday with six felony counts 

for making false statements and obstructing justice. 

This followed the incident in San Francisco Bay on 

November 7, when the 2001-built, 68,086 dwt 

CoscoBusan smashed into the fender system 

protecting the Bay Bridge.  

―According to the indictment, Fleet Management, 

acting through senior ship officers and shore-based 

supervisory officials, concealed and covered-up 

documents with an intent to impede, obstruct and 

influence the investigation of the spill,‖ the 

department said.  

The falsified documents include a fictitious 

passage plan for November 7 as well as two prior 

voyages made after Fleet assumed management of 

the vessel in October 2007.  

―Fleet‘s safety procedures, required by US law, 

mandated berth-to-berth passage plans for each 

voyage. However, according to the indictment, 

Fleet created falsified plans after the crash and 

concealed and covered up the real ship records,‖ 

the department added.  

Fleet Management said it did ―not believe that 

these new facts have any bearing on the accident 

or on the pilot's navigation of the ship‖.  

This is the second time Fleet Management has 

been accused by US officials of falsifying records 

and obstructing an investigation. The company and 

two crew were indicted last year over the 9,867 

dwt refrigerated container ship Valparaiso Star. 

The US attorney‘s office in Philadelphia indicted 

Fleet Management, master Parag Raj Grewal and 

chief engineer YevgenDyachenko in May 2007 on 

six counts for conspiracy to conceal illegal 

discharges of oily-based waste, including oil-

contaminated sludge, from the Valparaiso Star. 

―The indictment also alleges that the ship‘s 

management company and captain obstructed the 

investigation by attempting to influence witness 

testimony,‖ said US attorney Pat Meehan.  

The latest grand jury‘s indictment related to the 

CoscoBusan has also charged Fleet Management 

with misdemeanour crimes for violating the US 

clean waters act and breaking the migratory bird 

treaty act after fuel oil leaked from the damaged 

boxship. About 2,000 birds died, including brown 

pelicans, marbled murrelets and western grebes, as 

a result of oil spill.  

The indictment said Mr Cota and Fleet were both 

responsible for negligently causing the discharge 

of about 50,000 gallons of heavy fuel oil from the 

ship following a litany of errors. These include a 

failure ―to stay on a collision free course, failed to 

prepare and review an adequate passage plan 

before departure, departed in heavy fog, proceeded 

at an unsafe speed despite limited visibility, failed 
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to use the vessel‘s radar on the final approach, 

failed to operate properly the vessel‘s electronic 

chart system, as well as other navigational errors‖.  

Fleet Management has also been charged with 

negligence for failing to adequately train the new 

crew that it had placed on the ship and failing to 

post an adequate lookout. ―According to the 

indictment, these failures led to the CoscoBusan 

striking the bridge and discharging oil into San 

Francisco Bay,‖ the justice department added.  

Mr Cota is also charged with making false 

statements to the US Coast Guard in 2006 and 

2007 concerning his medications and medical 

conditions.  

Fleet Management faces a maximum penalty of a 

$500,000 fine for each of the six charges or twice 

the gross gain or loss caused by the offence. The 

maximum penalty violating the clean waters act is 

a fine of $200,000 or twice the gross gain or loss 

and a $10,000 fine or twice the losses for breaking 

the migratory bird act.  

At least seven state and federal agencies are 

probing the CoscoBusan collision including the 

Coast Guard Investigative Service, Federal Bureau 

of Investigation, National Safety Transportation 

Board and the US Fish and Wildlife Service.  

Keith Wallis, Lloyd’s List, 25 July 2008 

 
 

 

 

I MO ca l l s  f o r  in creas ed  da ma ge  

s t ab i l i ty  o f  ca rg o  and  p ass en ger  

v e ss e l s   

The International Maritime Organisation (IMO) 

has resolved to step up protection of new cargo and 

passenger vessels in the case of accident.  

 

Accordingly, all new vessels built from 1 January 

2009 will be governed by new technical design 

regulations to ensure a higher level of stability in a 

damaged state. In the recently revised SOLAS 

regulations, the previous concept of risk 

assessment has been extended. On the basis of 

current average statistics, IMO saw itself obliged 

to devise a better method of assessing the residual 

stability of damaged vessels. This now applies not 

only to cargo vessels, but also to passenger 

vessels. The new regulations clearly stipulate that 

these vessels must have a double bottom that 

extends over their entire breadth. Vessel designs 

without a double bottom are only permitted if a 

comparable level of safety in the event of 

grounding is proven by means of additional 

calculations. No exceptions apply to lubricating oil 

circulation tanks arranged under the main engine. 

With regard to their arrangement, it is important 

that a minimum distance of 500mm to the keel line 

of the vessel is always ensured. The specification 

in the new SOLAS 2009 regulations has been 

agreed in order to prevent lubricating oils from 

escaping or the engine from sucking up seawater 

in the event of a vessel striking the ground. The 

latter inevitably results in the main engine failing. 

Without engine power, a vessel is rendered 

disabled in the case of average, thus leaving it 

abandoned to the wind and waves. If an accident 

happens near to the coast, total loss can quickly 

occur along with serious consequences for the 

marine environment. The decisive factor in 

implementing the new stricter SOLAS regulations 

that come into effect on 1 January 2009 is the date 

of laying down the keel. All vessels lay down after 

this date must comply with these requirements. For 

cargo and passenger vessels now in planning, an 

extensive recalculation of the damage stability is 

TECHNOLOGY 
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now necessary. In addition, special "on-board" 

information for damage control is being called for, 

which will be documented in a damage-control 

plan for the crew. A new aspect in the IMO 

requirements is that this on-board documentation is 

also to be introduced for tankers. The IMO 

committees have been working since 2005 on 

improving the technical protective measures with 

regard to damage stability. In particular on the 

recommendation of the flag states, the decision 

came about to ensure better protection.   

Germanisher Lloyd newsroom 

 

 

 

 

Gu l f  o f  Ad en  w a rn in g  ï Up su rg e  in  

p i ra cy  a c t i v i ty  

To all ships transiting the Gulf of Aden: Within the 

last 48 hours four ships have been attacked and 

hijacked by armed pirates in the vicinity 13 / 14 

degrees north and 046 / 051 degrees east. All ships 

are strongly advised to maintain a strict visual and 

radar watch.  

Early detection will allow ships to take measures 

to prevent boarding and request for assistance.  

All attacks and suspicious sightings should be 

reported to the IMB Piracy Reporting Centre,  

Tel: +603 2031 0014 (24 hours)  

Email: imbkl@icc-ccs.org 

 

 

“Burum Ocean” 

Intelligence sources revealed that there are now 

two suspicious trawlers in the Gulf of Aden 

believed to be pirate mother vessels looking to 

attack ships with the intent to hijack. 

 

 

“Arena” or “Athena” 

The description of the suspected trawlers - long 

white, Russian made stern trawlers with names 

"BURUM OCEAN or ARENA or ATHENA". 

One of the trawlers is believed to be operating at 

approximately 60 NM NE of Bossasso, Somalia in 

the Gulf of Aden. 

All ships are strongly advised to maintain a strict 

24 hours visual and radar watch while transiting 

these waters and report any attacks or suspicious 

boats including the trawlers named above to the 24 

hour IMB PRC. Tel: +603 2031 0014 / +603 2078 

5763 email: piracy@icc-ccs.org 

www.ICC-CCS.org , 21 August 2008 

 

S o mal ia  and  Ni ger i a  a t  t op  o f  p i ra cy  

t ab l es  

More than one-third of the piracy incidents 

reported worldwide in the first six months of year 

took place off Somalia and Nigeria. 

Out of 114 piracy attacks reported to the 

International Maritime Bureau‘s Piracy Reporting 

Centre in the first half of this year, 24 were off the 

coast of Somalia and 18 offshore Nigeria. 

The failed state of Somalia remained the global 

blackspot with a spate of violent hijackings 

pushing out well into the main sealane in the Gulf 

PIRACY 
 

mailto:imbkl@icc-ccs.org
mailto:piracy@icc-ccs.org
http://www.icc-ccs.org/
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of Aden. Of the 24 actual and attempted Somalian 

attacks, 19 were in the Gulf of Aden. ―In the Gulf 

of Aden at least eight vessels reported being fired 

upon by pirates armed with rocket-propelled 

grenade launchers and automatic weapons,‖ the 

IMB said. 

In Nigeria there were 18 attacks, largely centred on 

the port of Lagos. The IMB said: ―Lagos is 

becoming an increasingly dangerous port, with the 

number of reported attacks in the area growing 

from eight in the first six months of 2007 to 12 for 

the corresponding period in 2008.‖ 

Overall, the number of attacks was down in the 

first half of this year compared to the year before, 

with 114 actual and attempted attacks this year 

compared to 126 in the first half of 2007. 

However, the number of attacks in the second 

quarter of this year was 62, up from 52 in the first 

three months. 

According to the IMB, in the first six months of 

2008, 71 vessels were boarded, 12 vessels were 

hijacked and 11 vessels were fired upon. A total of 

190 crew members were taken hostage, six 

kidnapped, seven killed and another seven are 

missing and presumed dead. ―The frequency and 

level of violence directed at seafarers is cause for 

alarm,‖ said IMB director PotengalMukundan. 

Long-time piracy blackspot Indonesia saw a 

marked improvement, with just 13 attacks, all but 

two of which were petty theft cases. ―Unlike 

Nigeria, and to a lesser extent Somalia, the attacks 

are not geographically concentrated and are 

scattered throughout the Indonesian archipelago,‖ 

the IMB said. 

―The IMB is pleased to note that the number of 

attacks in Indonesian waters continues to decrease 

each quarter.‖ 

Capt Mukundan expressed concern over the failure 

by a significant number of ships and owners to 

report attacks. ―For their own safety, we urge all 

shipmasters and vessel owners to report any acts of 

piracy to the IMB‘s Kuala Lumpur based Piracy 

Reporting Centre. This first hand information will 

allow us to identify high-risk areas and advocate 

for increased protection and safety measures.‖ 

Marcus Hand, Lloyd’s List, Monday 14 July 2008 

 

 

N i ger ia  i s  th e  nu mb er  on e  ho t  s po t  in  

t h e  w o r ld  f o r  Ma r i t i me  P i ra cyand  

ma r i t i me  cr i me  

The number of criminal gangs around the waters 

of West Africa are said to be too numerous to 

count.  But there are a couple of very well known 

political groups that have contributed to increasing 

the price of oil.  MEND operate in the Niger Delta, 

an area that has been pumping oil for 50 years. 

 They have bombed, robbed, killed and terrorised 

the Niger Delta area driving away large foreign oil 

workers and (within the last two years) have been 

increasingly militant.  MEND are technically 

political terrorists that have used acts of piracy and 

armed robbery to achieve their control.   

A tribe known as the Ljaws are the core people of 

the Niger Delta, a marine people residing along 

rivers and estuaries. They have intermarried with 

other tribes and absorbed their cultures. They have 

survived on fish and palm produce, and feel 

invaded by multinational oil companies.  Some 

have moved out and on, but others do not appear 

to have the resources other than to exist in an area 

with no education, medical, roads, water or 

electricity. 

The main grievance voiced is the profits from the 

oil are not benefiting the local people on the 

contrary they have to fish in oil-polluted waters. 



News & Views                                                                                                                                                                         12 

August 2008, Issue 105 

The Movement for the emancipation of the Niger 

Delta (MEND) claim to represent the Ljaw tribe. 

MEND has formed a coalition with other militant 

groups with the same purpose to drive out foreign 

oil companies and even non-indigenous Delta 

Nigerians. The main tactics are kidnappings and 

hostage taking. They bomb specific points in oil 

pipelines to effect maximum loss that adds greatly 

to the pollution in the area.  MEND operate as 

highlymanoeuverable units with high speed boats, 

several units will rapidly approach the target from 

many directions.  

MEND often operates with the Niger Delta 

People's Volunteer force (NDPVF) and the 

Martyr's Brigade. MEND has been described at 

times as a legitimate political movement given the 

environmental and social injustice prevalent in the 

area but it is also represented as a criminal and 

corrupt gang of thugs.NDPVF is headed by 

AsariDokubo, an admirer of Osama Bin Laden, 

The Nigerian government brokered an arms for 

cash deal with the NDPVF in 2005, this deal 

resulted in a break away faction - the more ruthless 

MEND.Nevertheless they seem to be sufficiently 

cohesive to work together in their demands - 

 "Leave our land while you can or die in it" 

There is a Nigerian Joint Task Force in the Niger 

Delta region but they are accused of carrying out 

kidnappings and other crimes.  They have forced 

ships traversing the Delta to pay illegal 'fines'.  

MEND are always armed with RPG and automatic 

weapons and have black clothing and bandanas. 

They have attacked oil company barges and 

platforms from their speedboats.  They are a risk to 

shipping. Royal Dutch Shell and Maersk have 

evacuated their operations in response to their 

violence.  Bourbon (the Norway based offshore 

business) are withdrawing anchor handling ships.  

Currently in the Niger Delta it is easier to get guns 

than food. Militants frequently kill people in 

attacks and throw the bodies overboard. IMO 

completed a report at the end of 2007 but the 

report is confidential since it was at the request of 

the Nigerian government. However the 

International Transport Workers Federation 

representing 186 maritime unions has advised that 

Nigerian waters be declared a war zone and this is 

in direct response to attacks and kidnappings by 

MEND.  The IMB stated in the first quarterly 

report (2008) "Violence in the waters of Nigeria is 

spiralling out of control... The rising attacks and 

lack of law enforcement have alarmed shipping 

companies... It is vital that all attacks are reported 

to the IMB Piracy Reporting Centre and published 

so that it becomes more difficult for policy makers 

to ignore the need to respond to these crimes. 

Holding back on the reports is counterproductive.‖ 

They also remind that the IMB Piracy Reporting 

Centre also provides immediate advice to Ships" 

Masters under attack, and through local authorities 

have coordinated medical assistance and support 

Source: Extract from article in Maritime Crime 

newsletter, June 2008 

 

 

 

 

 

C on g ra tu l a t i ons  t o  ou r  Cha i rman ,  

Ma rk  Lon gs ta f f ,  h as  recen t ly  b een  

p ro mo t ed  t o  th e  ra nk  o f  C o mma nd er .  

H e  h as  b een  po s t ed  to  a  newly created 

position in the Royal NZ Navy as the ‗Fleet 

Seamanship and Executive Officer‘ (FSXO).  

Mark provided the following information about his 

new posting.   

 

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS 
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The purpose of the position is many fold, however 

his main responsibility will be to ensure the 

operational readiness of the RNZN Fleet in the 

areas of Seamanship, boardings and force 

protection.  This will be achieved through onboard 

evaluation and training, the provision specialist 

and technical advice for matters pertaining to 

seamanship and life saving equipment, including 

the introduction of new equipment.Additionally, he 

will be responsible for the production of policy and 

doctrine and the development of the training 

requirements for seamanship in the RNZN. In the 

Fleet Executive Officer role, he will be available to 

mentor Fleet Commanding and Executive Officers 

for general ship management, as well as a 

requirement to act as‗champion‘ for personnel of 

the Seaman Combat Specialist Branch (SCS). 

 

While seamanship training has been provided in 

the RNZN to a reasonable standard, albeit only for 

the seamen specialists (SCS), for a number of 

reasons the importance of seamanship as a core 

skill has fallen away over the years.  Much of that 

is due to the advances in technology where many 

of the older skills became seemingly irrelevant, 

along with a reduction in the number of specialist 

seamen required onboard (automation of weapons 

systems/hydraulic davits etc), which has through 

necessity brought about the advent of the 

‗evolution team‘, made up of non-seamen 

members of the ship‘s company, (eg, Chefs, 

Electronics Technicians, Stores Accountants etc) 

to assist carry out evolutions such as 

Replenishment at Sea, mooring, seaboat work 

etc)but who havehad no formal training.  That is 

changing!  What has made matters worse, has been 

a general move away from an involvement/sense 

of responsibility/interest in seamanship by the 

General List Executive officers (GLX), ie aka 

Seamen Officers, where they left the majority of 

seamanship matters up to the Buffer (Chief 

Bosun‘s Mate – or MN Bosun) and focused 

heavily in the areas of navigation, at sea operations 

(tactical use of the ship and other assets eg other 

ships, aircraft, submarines etc, ie core naval 

business).They have been without any formal 

period of training in seamanship which has 

compounded the situation.   

 

The importance and direction for this critical area 

in maritime operations has been allowed to wander 

without strong and focused leadership.  It is hoped 

that the introduction of the FSXO, especially at the 

level of Commander (in line with other Functional 

Area HODs) will reverse the current situation. 

To conclude, a quote from Capt Graham Danton 

summarises succinctly the overarching meaning of 

the term ‗seamanship‘. ―The exercising of 

knowledge necessary to navigate (safely), maintain 

and operate a vessel, and by doing the right thing, 

at the right time, with whatever materials and 

equipment are available.  The good seaman, 

whether an officer or rating, is one who can be 

trusted by his seniors to take immediate steps to 

try to bring every potentially dangerous situation 

under control‖.  Some things don‘t change. 

 

 

Merchan t  na vy  R ememb ra n ce  Day  

S erv i ce  

Please be advised that the Merchant Navy 

Remembrance Day Service will be held, on 



News & Views                                                                                                                                                                         14 

August 2008, Issue 105 

Sunday, 7th September 2008 at 1130 hours. 

The Service will be at the Memorial in Teal 

Park, by the Marine Rescue Centre, on Tamaki 

Drive. Captain Tony Payne will be laying a 

wreath on behalf of the Auckland Branch of 

the Honourable Company of Master Mariners 

and would appreciate the support of as many 

members as possible. Please add this event to 

your diaries.  

Captain Tony Payne Warden,Auckland 

Branch 

 

A MV ER  v o lun t a ry  re s cu e  tu rns  5 0  

AMVER, the Automated Mutual Assistance 

Vessel Rescue System operated by the US Coast 

Guard, celebrates its 50th birthday today. 

 

 

 

Established to plot the position of ships in the 

North Atlantic so that suitable vessels could be 

tasked to assist in emergencies, AMVER has 

grown into a global system, co-operating with 

rescue co-ordination centres all over the world 

with more than 18,000 ships participating in the 

voluntary scheme. 

On any given day, the AMVER plot reveals some 

3,300 ships at sea available to divert and assist in 

an emergency situation.  

Last year,AMVER participating ships rescued 450 

lives. Recent emergencies included the rescuing by 

AMVER ships of 13 crew members from a sinking 

Chinese cargo ship off Guam, the rescue of five 

crew from a ship sunk in the Middle East gulf, and 

19 crew of a ship sunk off the coast of Yemen, 

who owe their lives to rescuers tasked by the 

system. 

And less than a month ago, the cruiseship 

Norwegian Dawn was in the unusual position of 

being tasked by AMVER to rescue two injured 

yachtsmen in bad weather off the eastern seaboard 

of the US in two separate incidents.:a yachtsman 

on the Patriot, 210 miles off Cape Cod, required 

immediate evacuation. AMVER revealed that the 

Bahamian flagged cruiseship Norwegian Dawn 

was just 52 miles off and diverted it to assist 

In strong winds and a heavy sea the cruiseship, 

commanded by TrygveVorren, manoeuvred close 

to the yacht and using the vessel‘s rescue boat 

successfully recovered the patient for treatment 

onboard. 

Just hours later, with the cruiseship back on 

passage, it was tasked again after a serious head 

injury to a yachtsman on a boat 260 miles off 

Montauk, New York, was reported. Once again the 

vessel, which according to Amver‘s David 

McBride, was ―the best suited ship for the 

emergency‖, responded and effected a successful 

rescue. It was, for Capt Vorren and his team, a 

busy day. 

Michael Grey, Lloyd’s List, Friday 18 July 2008 

 

NZ Frigate heads for home 

HMNZS TE MANA has departed her area of 

operations in the Southern Arabian Gulf and is 

making her way back to New Zealand. Over the 

past three months the frigate and her 173 strong 

ship's company have reported more than 1700 

vessels in the area, and carried out 228 approach 

and assist visits in support of maritime support and 

security operations for Coalition Task Force (CTF) 

152 in the Central and Southern Arabian Gulf. 

NAVAL NEWS 
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Commanding Officer of HMNZS TE MANA, 

Commander Blair Gerritsen said that the whole 

team feels a great deal of satisfaction in having 

played a part in the multinational effort to restore 

peace, stability and a sense of normality to an area 

which has seldom seen this.  

"Denying the influence of those who pose a threat 

to the security of the Arabian Gulf's waters whilst 

protecting the legitimate mariners who operate 

throughout the area has been a challenging but 

satisfying task. My ship's company can take a great 

deal of pride in the professionalism, endurance and 

good humour that they displayed over a prolonged 

period in trying conditions."  

 

 

SH-2G Sea Sprite in operation in North Arabian Sea 

 

The Kiwis have also been praised by the 

multinational partners in the Gulf.  

"Many of those we have worked for and with in 

CTF 152 are staggered that such a small Navy 

could make such a significant contribution to an 

operation so far from home," said CDR Gerritsen.  

HMNZS TE MANA is expected to return to New 

Zealand on 7 September. 

 

Pro j ec t  Pro t ec t o r  U pda t e  

Where to start?  Regrettably only CANTERBURY 

has been delivered, albeit with many outstanding 

contractual issues between Navy, MOD and the 

contractors,Tenix (now BAE) that are yet to be 

sorted out.  Unfortunately those issues require her 

to remain alongside at Auckland until they are 

resolved.    

ROTOITI (IPV 1) and HAWEA (IPV 2) are also 

now completed, yet primarily due to outstanding 

issues over the Fast Rescue Boat/Seaboat issues 

they are languishing at Whangarei.  Following a 

meeting between all interested parties, a way 

forward is in the pipeline which will hopefully 

allow the Ship‘s Companies to get their fantastic 

new charges out where they belong – at sea!  It is 

planned that following commissioning, a 

combined, two ship workup will take place over a 

two week period, assisted by the Maritime 

Operational Evaluation Team (MOET). 

 

 

 

OTAGO (OPV 1) is also held up alongside with 

contractual issues at Williamstown, Melbourne, 

however it is hoped they will be sorted sooner 

rather than laterso that the ship can join the Fleet 
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by early next year.  WELLINGTON (OPV2) is 

still under construction at Williamstown. 

With the launch of the Inshore Patrol Vessel 

TAUPO (IPV 4) four weeks ago, and the 

commencement of Builder‘s Trials on PUKAKI 

(IPV 3) last week, the IPV project is progressing 

steadily towards conclusion. 

 

Pers on ne l  I s s ues  

Like many organisations world wide, the RNZN 

has serious personnel issues, particularly in the 

area of experienced/qualified Marine Technicians.  

For a variety of reasons eg, after six to eight years 

(and often a new family) they are ready to take on 

new challenges and want to return home each 

eveningor have a very marketable qualification 

from which better income can be derived 

elsewhere, or strangely enough, want to undertake 

OE (where and when they like). 

The upshot is, a very concerted effort is now 

required to manage the ship‘s programmes and 

postings to enable the Navy‘s outputs to be met, 

while not overstretching those persons who 

remain.  An additional problem is the need to keep 

platforms at sea to ensure ongoing training is 

available for the many others sailors of the other 

Branches.  One initiative has been ‗Lateral 

Recruiting‘, ie, taking up qualified personnel who 

are about to finish their 20 years with the Royal 

Navy, or attracting those who have left our Navy 

for some time yet have found they miss the 

comradeship etc.  This scheme is bringing in some 

good people, but is not the complete answer. 

While the greatest effect of the personnel shortage 

is felt from the ‗Stoker‘ shortage, other Branches 

are also hurting quite badly at this time and may 

well become more evident when all of the 

Protector Fleet arrive. As you can imagine, 

interesting and innovative times is the lot for those 

in the personnel management fields. 

Apoint of interest is though, an area that was 

approaching a critical shortage a few years ago 

was the GLX Junior Officer.  Through some deft 

planning and enhanced training, retention at this 

time is very good.  The next step for many of these 

young men and women is to complete their 

operational training as Principal Warfare Officers 

(PWO).  At this time, the RNZN has again struck a 

very good accord with the Royal Navy and a 

number are heading there each year to undertake 

the very comprehensive course and follow up 

operational sea time.  This training is invaluable as 

the young OOWs who attend are exposed to ahigh 

operational tempo in areas such as the SE exercise 

areas of the UK, the Arabian Gulf etc. 
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